
THE ÌGBÒ CALENDAR F�R 2025

ỌNWA MBỤ – This is the first month in the�gbo Calendar and it starts in theJanuary/February of each Gregorian year,when the New Moon appears. ỌNWA MBỤends after about 28 days when the newmoon appears again in February.
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ỌNWA ABỤỌ – This is the second month inthe �gbo Calendar, and it starts with theappearance of the new moon towards theend of February, and continues for about28 days into March when another newmoon appears.
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ỌNWA �FÉ EKE– This is the third month inthe �gbo Calendar, and it begins around theend of March when the new moon appearsand continues till the Gregorian month ofApril.
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ỌNWA ANỌ – This is the fourth month inthe �gbo calendar, and starts at the end ofApril when yet another new moonappears. �t runs its full month cycle andenters into the Gregorian month of May.ỌNWA ANỌ ends at the beginning of May.
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ỌNWA AGW� – This is the fifth month inthe �gbo calendar. The month starts at theappearance of the moon in May and endswhen the next full moon appears in June.ỌNWA AGW� in the Nri �gbo calendar isthe month when Agwu (the spirit ofCH��KW�’s divination, knowledge, andwisdom) is celebrated.
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ỌNWA ỊFEJ��K� – This is the 6th month of the �gbo Calendar.This month is when the New Yam festival is celebration kicksoff. This month starts at the appearance of the new moon inJune and ends in July. However, Ji ofuu celebrations stretch tillAugust and beyond. ỊFEJ��K� is the �gbo deity of yam,productivity, and harvest. And no matter the diverse culturalpractices of the modern �gbo society, the celebration of theNew Yam has become a symbol of pride and togetherness. �tis important to note that other parts of �gbo land celebratethis festival till September.
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ỌNWA AL�M CH� – This is the seventhmonth in the Nri �gbo Calendar. �t beginswith the appearance of the new moon inJuly and ends with the coming of the nextnew moon in the month of August.
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ỌNWA ỊL� MMỤ� - This is the 8th monthin the �gbo calendar, and it starts at theappearance of the new moon August andends in September. �lo Mmuo according tospecific rituals in �gbo �dinala is the act ofmaking sacrifices to deities and spirits ofour land and offering them specific parts ofthe animal's body.
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ỌNWA ANA - This is the 9th month in the�gbo calendar. �t begins at the appearanceof the new moon in September and endswhen the next new moon appears in�ctober. �nwa Ana is dedicated to theGoddess of the land – Ana/Ala/Ani.
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ỌNWA �K�KE - This is the 10th month inthe �gbo calendar. �t starts at theappearance of the new moon in �ctoberand ends in early November. �nwa �kikeas the name implies is set aside for thecelebration of the creation and the deitiesin nature, �kike.
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ỌNWA AJA ANA – This is the 11th monthof the �gbo Calendar. �t starts with theappearance of the new moon in earlyNovember and ends when the moonappears in December. ỌNWA AJA ANA isdedicated to the soil deity, AjaAla/Ana/Ani.
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ỌNWA EDE AJA ANA – This is the 12thmonth in the �gbo Calendar. This monthstarts when the new moon appears inDecember and ends when another newmoon appears around the end ofDecember year.
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ỌNWA ỤZỌ AL�S� - This is the 13th andlast month of the Nri �gbo Calendar. �tbegins when the new moon appears inJanuary and ends when another new moonappears towards the end of January



signaling the beginning of another year inthe �gbo Calendar.
************************************
The �gbo Calendar strictly follows mothernature, and so it is interpreted only whenthe moon (�nwa) acts – appears anddisappears. The �gbo cosmology is subjectto the cosmos, and as such we cannotpredict for nature – we cannot determinefor Mother Nature on what particular datethe moon should appear, disappear, andreappear. We can only approximate basedon past sightings of the moon.
The yearly announcement of the �gboLunar Calendar is known as �gu Aro. �t is aritual performed every year in Nri, intoday’s Anambra State. �gu Aro is done in



February, and according to an author andauthority in �menana na �dinanan Nri, allthe Lunar Months in the �gbo calendarapproximate 29.53059 days (29 days, 12hours, 44 minutes, and 3 seconds).
According to the authors of thebook ‘�menana Na �dinana Nri’,Chukwudi Nwokoye and ChizobaChukwurah, for some lunar calendars, thefirst day of the month is the day when theeclipsed moon appears in a particularzone. Many other lunar calendars arebased on the first sighting of a lunarcrescent. The �gbo Calendar just like mostLunar Calendar of the world is based onthe 13 lunar months of 28 days each, plusone extra day known as a year and a day.



The �gbo market days that make up the�gbo calendar are all Alusi (deities) andhave been said to have their originatingshrines in Nri. According to the custodiansof �dinana na �menana Nri, Eze Nriintroduced these four deities in �gboland,hence Nri priests (ezemmuo/aka ji ofo)traveled all over �gboland consecrating thealters/shrines of these deities - namelyÈké, Óriè, Àfọ ̀, Nkwọ.
According to Chukwudi Nwokoye andChizoba Chukwurah, the authors of thebook ‘�menana Na �dinana Nri’, theproclamation of the �gbo Lunar Calendarfrom year to year is the prerogative of EzeNri, being the custodian of �gbo culture



and Tradition and the keeper of theancestral ofo of the �gbo (of that region of�gboland).
During this period, Eze Nri proclaims andushers at the beginning of �gbo plantingseason… �gu Aro is also the time that EzeNri predicts what the weather holds forthe farming year. �n obedience to thisdirective by ‘Chukwu’. During the �gu Aroof each year, the Eze Nri gives out yamseedlings to heads of various �gbo �gbocommunities to plant and feed theirfamilies/kindred.
During the �gu Aro delegates from �gbosettlements under the Nri hegemonygathered in the Eze Nri palace to pay



tribute/homage and join in the �gu Aro forthat year. The Eze Nri will then announcethe New Year. He will give his blessings onthe fertility of the yam planting for thatyear. When the British banned the Nrisystem in 1911 during the reign of Eze Nri�balike, �gu Aro lost its wider ritual andpolitical significance.
According to the book ‘�menana Na�dinana Nri’, the preparation for the �guAro lasts for almost a month. The Eze Nriand his council Nzemabua/�runzenanodecide the day the �gu Aro for the �gboCalendar will take place – this is done incollaboration with the various Eze Mmuo�R Akajiofo of Nri, based on the moonphases/cycles. EzeNri emissaries (priests)



announce it to all the towns under the Nrihegemony and influence. TheNzemabua/�runzenano consult the DibiaAfia (diviner) to determine if there is anyarea of the festival that may likely confusethe people. Sacrifices and rituals areperformed to impede ‘ekwensu’ and‘akalogoli’ spirits from causing confusion.
�n their book ‘�menana Na �dinana Nri’,Chukwudi Nwokoye and ChizobaChukwurah in describing the preparationsfor the �gu Aro, wrote that the Eze Nrisounds his gong morning and eveningcalling on Chukwu �kike, greeting ‘Ndi�chie �kwu’ and ‘Ndi �chie Nta’. Whileappealing for the success of the �gu Aro.The royal musicians begin to sound



the ufie four market week (�zu �no) or 16market days before the festival, from dusktill dawn.
Frequently Asked Questions About The�gbo Calendar
The �gbo calendar is a traditional lunarcalendar system that has been in use byNdi �gbo for centuries. This uniquecalendar, with its months and days, maynot be widely known or documented asother calendars. However, there arecertain questions that the modern �gboperson may commonly ask about it forbetter understanding. Here are some ofthe frequently asked questions about the�gbo calendar:



What �s The �gbo Calendar?
The �gbo calendar is a unique systemthrough which Ndi �gbo count their daysand months, in a four-day weekly rotationthat culminates in a 28-day lunar cycle.This means that the �gbo month isdependent on the cycle of the moon, withthe four �gbo market days making up an �zu(week).
How Does The �gbo Calendar Work?
The �gbo calendar is made up of fourmarket days, namely Èké, Óriè, Àfọ ̀, Nkwọ.These four market days make up the �gbo



week – �zu. Seven (7) of these �zu make upan �nwa (Month), and the �gbo Calendarhas 13 �nwa (months).
What Are The Names �f The Months �nThe �gbo Calendar?
The names of the months in the �gbocalendar are: (1) �nwa Mbu, (2) �nwaAbuo, (3) �nwa �fe Eke, (4) �nwa Ano, (5)�nwa Agwu, (6) �nwa �fejioku, (7) �nwaAlom Chi, (8) �nwa �lo Mmuo, (9) �nwaAna, (10) �nwa �kike, (11) �nwa Ajana,(12) �nwa Ede Ajana, (13) �nwa �zoAlusi



How �s The �gbo Calendar Different FromThe Gregorian Calendar?
The �gbo Calendar and the Gregoriancalendar are slightly different in thenumber of months but show a greatdifference in the number of days thatmake up a week. The �gbo calendar uses 4days for a week (called �zu), while theGregorian Calendar has a 7 days weekstructure. The �gbo calendar has 7 weeksthat makeup one month, while theGregorian Calendar has 4 weeks that makeup one month.
The �gbo Calendar has a 13-month lunarcycle, while the Gregorian Calendar has a12-month cycle. The names of the days and



months in the �gbo Calendar are dedicatedto deities, and traditional and spiritualobservances in the �gbo society, while thedays and months Gregorian Calendar arededicated to European gods andgoddesses.
What Cultural �r Religious Events AreAssociated With The �gbo Calendar?
Numerous cultural and spiritual events arelinked to the �gbo Calendar, and theseevents are unique to various regions of�gbo land. The �gbo calendar follows notjust the moon cycle, but also the seasons.�t starts at the end of the Gregorian monthof February, when the rains are preparing



to come, and the grasses are springingback to life. This signifies new beginnings.
�ther months such as �nwa Agwu arededicated to celebrating the divineintelligence of the creator. �nwa �fejioku isdedicated to the celebration of the YamGod, �fejioku/Njoku. �nwa Ana isdedicated to the earth's deity. �nwa �kikeis dedicated to the creator of the universe.Every month in the �gbo Calendar has acosmological and spiritual importance toNdi �gbo. Read the article above to knowthem all.
How �s The �gbo Calendar �sed �n Daily Life�r Traditional Practices?



The �gbo Calendar has a daily influence inthe �gbo society. The individual marketdays of the �gbo Calendar are Èké, Óriè,Àfọ ̀, and Nkwọ, and they are all deitiesthat are attached to each man and woman,depending on the day you were born. Thedays are also attached to the reverence ofone’s CH� since the day your �nwa �wawas born will be the day you offersacrifices to your CH�.
These market days being deities, also haveshrines and groves present in variousmarkets across �gbo land, where sacrificesare offered to them. The market days aredivided across four neighboring villages,with each village taking any of the Èké,



Óriè, Àfọ ̀, Nkwọ. For Example, �gbo �kwuhas Nkwọ as its market day, whileEkwulummili has Óriè market, Amichi hasÈké market, and �nubi has Àfọ ̀ market.
The different markets enhance therelationship between various town andvillages, and expands commerce amongthe �gbo people because they do notoperate on the same day, and as suchbuyers and traders of all other towns willhave to come to Nkwo �gbo �kwu, forinstance, to trade. The Eke market day isgenerally the day of rest in the �gboCalendar, and as such, certain ceremoniescannot be fixed for that day. Ceremoniessuch as marriages and burials cannot befixed on the Èké market day.



�s The �gbo Calendar Still �n �se Today?
The �gbo Calendar is still in use today. Themarket days of the �gbo calendar are at theroot of all activities in �gbo land. The �gbocalendar is part and parcel of the �gbo whoare back home in �gbo land. The days ofthe �gbo week are the primary method ofcounting days. The days of the Gregorianweek, are used as a substitute.
However, the months of the �gbo Calendarare not as popular as those of theGregorian Calendar, and this is due tocolonialism and the use of the Gregorian



months in government, churches, schools,and in turn the general �gbo society.
Nonetheless, the recent �gbo renaissancehas seen a spike in the number of �gbopeople who are interested in studying theunique months in the �gbo calendar andapplying it to their daily lives. �t is only amatter of time before our people returnfully to the cosmic knowledge buried in ourobservance of the �gbo Lunar Calendar.
Are There Variations �r RegionalDifferences �n The �gbo Calendar?
Yes, there are slight variations in the �gbocalendar when you go from region to



region in �gbo land. However, thesevariations are specifically found in thenames of the months, and the ceremonialrituals performed in these parts of �gboland. For Example, �nwa Agwu iscelebrated in Nri in June, and in Nise inAugust. �ther parts of �gbo land mightchoose a different time to celebrate Agwu.But no matter what the different times ofcelebration and variation in the names ofthe months, the �gbo market days, weeks,and 13-month lunar cycle stays the same.
How Does The �gbo Calendar Align WithModern Timekeeping?
The �gbo Calendar runs parallel to moderntimekeeping and does not alter it, since



the �gbo follow the rising of the sun and itssetting in marking the beginning and endof the day. Timekeeping in �gbo societyfollows the journey of the sun (Anyanwu)across the sky. Just by looking at theshadows of trees and sticks, one can tellthe time of the day. Timekeeping in the�gbo Calendar does not follow the modern24 hours in a clock, because not all daysare equal, since not all years are equal.
Are There Efforts To Preserve �r PromoteThe �gbo Calendar And �ts CulturalSignificance?
Yes, Voice �f The Sun is at the forefront ofpreserving and promoting the �gboCalendar offline and online. We have



designed one of the most accurate �gboCalendar in modern times, and have fullylisted and explained the names of themonths in the �gbo Calendar. We arecurrently making sure that our �gbocalendar is used in every household, tomark the �gbo market days, and moreimportantly, make the �gbo lunar calendara popular one among the young �gbo ofthis generation.
************************************



This Calendar was designed by ChukaNduneseokwu, the Editor-in-Chief of Voiceof The Sun.
To Support �s �n �ur Research �nto The�gbo Calendar and �gbo Cosmology, PleaseSend Me a WhatsApp Message �n+2349071459716




